
JACKSON COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

CHAPTER 1 

DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

1.1 Establishment of Districts.  The following districts are hereby established for the unincorporated 
areas of the county: 

 A-1  Agricultural 
 R-1  Residential 
 C-1  Highway Commercial 
 M-1  Limited Industrial 
 M-2  General Industrial 

The locations and boundaries of these districts are shown on the Official Zoning Map. 

1.2 Adoption of Official Zoning Map.  The Official Zoning Map and the explanatory material thereon are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance. 

1.3 Identification of Official Zoning Map.  The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of 
the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and attested to by the County Auditor under the following 
statement: 

"This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to in Chapter 1, Section 1.2, of the 
Zoning Ordinance of Jackson County, Iowa, as adopted on the 26th day of April, 1976, A. D." 

The Official Zoning Map shall be on file in the office of the County Auditor and shall be the final 
authority as to the current zoning status of land, buildings, and other structures in the County. 

1.4 Changes In Official Zoning Map.  No changes in the Official Zoning Map shall be made except as 
may be required by amendments to this ordinance under Section 3.2 herein. If required, such changes 
shall be promptly made and the ordinance number, nature of change, and date of change shall be noted 
on the map, with the signature of the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors approving such change in the 
Official Zoning Map. No amendment to this ordinance that involves matters portrayed on the Official 
Zoning Map shall become effective until after such change and entry has been made on said map. 

Any unauthorized change of any kind whatsoever in the Official Zoning Map by any person or persons 
shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and be punishable as provided in Section 2.4 of this 
ordinance. 

1.5 Interpretation of District Boundaries.  Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as 
shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply. 

 1. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerline of streets, highways or alleys 
shall be construed to follow such centerlines. 

 2. Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as following 
such lot lines. 

 3. Boundaries indicated as approximately following township lines or section lines shall be 
construed as following said township lines or section lines. 
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 4. Boundaries indicated as approximately following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway 
between the main tracks. 

 5. Boundaries indicated as following shorelines of streams or other bodies of water shall be 
construed to follow such shorelines, and in the event of change in the shoreline, shall be construed as 
moving with the actual shoreline; boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of 
streams, rivers or other bodies of water shall be construed to follow such centerlines, and in the event of 
change in the centerline, shall be construed as moving with the actual centerlines. 

 6. Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated in subsections 1 through 
5 above shall be so construed. Distances not specifically indicated on the Official Zoning Map shall be 
determined by the scale of the map. 

 7. Where physical or cultural features existing on the ground are at variance with those shown on 
the Official Zoning Map or in other circumstances not covered by subsections 1 through 6 above, the 
Board of Adjustment shall interpret the district boundaries. 

 8. Where a district boundary line divides a lot of records which was in single ownership at the 
time of the effective date of this ordinance, the Board of Adjustment may permit, as a special exception, 
the extension of the regulations for either portion of the lot not to exceed 50 feet beyond the district 
boundary line into the remaining portion of the lot. 

1.6 Farms exempt. No regulation or requirement adopted under the provisions of this ordinance shall be 
construed to apply to land, farmhouses, farm barns, farm outbuildings, or other buildings, structures, or 
erections that are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and area, for use for agricultural purposes while 
so used; provided, however, that such regulations or requirements which relate to any structure, building, 
dam, construction, deposit or excavation in or on the flood plains of any river or stream which may be 
contained herein, or which may be subsequently adopted under this ordinance shall apply equally to 
agricultural and nonagricultural lands, buildings, and structures. 

No Construction Compliance Certificate or Occupancy Compliance Certificate shall be required for the 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, remodeling, or expansion of buildings and uses customarily 
associated with the pursuit of agricultural enterprises in the County, including farm buildings, farm 
dwellings, farm fences, farm ponds, soil conservation or similar buildings and uses when so used. 

Any farm dwelling, building, or structure, while not requiring a Construction Compliance Certificate or 
Occupancy Compliance Certificate, shall comply with the same flood plain zoning regulations as non-farm 
buildings and structures. 

1.7 Schedules of District Regulations. The following schedules of district regulations are hereby adopted 
and declared to be a part of this ordinance: 

 A-1  Agricultural 
 R-1  Residential 
 C-1  Highway Commercial 
 M-1  Limited Industrial 
 M-2  General Industrial 
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